Some observations about the West-East € bipartite 
urban settlements in Sangam literature 


Along with readings on West-High East-Low from the book 


“The Journey of a Civilisation: Indus to Vaigai” 


A) Mentions of ancestral bipartite cities in the North 


B) High-West, Low-East linguistic presence in Dravidian 
languages 


C) West-East bipartite village names in present day Tamil 
Nadu 


D)Some readings on this matter 


ASPECULATION AHEAD, TREAD WITH CAUTIONA 


A) Mentions of the distant past in Sangam literature say 
two things about ancient cities and the origin of the 
ancestors of Tamils: 


1. There were cities of two parts 


2. These ancestors migrated from or are the 
descendants of Northern people 


1. City of Two Parts 


One such poem that talks about the Velir king Pulikadimal's 
distant ancestors: 


Listen to me, 


O Pulikatimal with a bright garland, who inherited fully 
wealth and great rights from your father! Araiyam! was 
destroyed, the city belonging to your ancestors, long 
standing ancient place with two names, victorious, 
and of faultless fame, that helped your family with millions 
of stacked pieces of gold, And on its tall mountain vetchi 
forest, a fine forest bull pursued by hunters runs rapidly, 
not finding shelter, as sapphire gems [or blue stones] ? 
rise up on his path, along with scattered glitterings of 
gold. The reason for destruction was that one of your 
ancestors showed disrespect to Kazhathalaiyar », the poet 
who composed poetry of fame. 


- Puranaanuru 202 

1it. [City] of halves or [City] of two parts 
2Possibly Lapis Lazuli 

3lit. Head of the assembly 


It claims the ancestors of Pulikadimal came from a city of two 
names. 


Sidenote: Pulikadimal literally means “Conqueror of the tiger”. | 
couldn’t help but be reminded of these seals 


2. Migrants from the North 


The legend of migration from the North also appears in Sangam 
literature. For example, right before the poem quoted above, 
the same poet addresses Pulikadimal to remind him of this 
legend: 


You are the best Velir of the Velir clan, with a heritage of 
forty-nine generations of Velirs who gave with love to 
those in need, who ruled Thuvarai? with a fort with 
tall, huge walls that were lined with bronze, whose 
ancestors appeared in the water pitcher of a 
northern sage ... 


- Puranaanuru 201 
!Another lost ancestral city 


This alludes to the possibility that these bi-partite ancestral 
cities might have been in the North. 


B) In Dravidian languages, you see a high-west low-east 
synonymous relationship 


For example, in Tamil, 
Mel means high but it also means West 
Kizh means low but it also means East 


This relationship might have its roots in proto-Dravidian or 
proto-South-Dravidian as you see this relationship in other 
Dravidian languages. 


Figure A: Journey of a Civilisation, pg 204 


The various meanings of Mel and Kizh in Tamil, almost all 
suggesting the West-High East-Low relationship: 


Figure B: Journey of a Civilisation, pg 202 


Figure C: Journey of a Civilisation, pg 203 


3) In Tamil Nadu, towns are sometimes found in two 
parts, a western (Mel) portion and an eastern 
(Kizh/Keezh) portion, with these directions added as 
prefixes to the town names 


Example 1: Melmambattu € Keelmampattu 
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In this case, the towns name Ampattu (lit. touched by an 
arrow), has the Mel Keezh suffixes added to their names 


Example 2: Melmaruvathur 6: Keelmaruvathur 
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Example 3: Melur/Melpalur & Keelpalur 
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This is a particularly interesting case, where the western 


portion outgrew the east by a lot due to urban growth. The 
eastern portion is marked in red. 


What does this have to do with the Indus valley 
civilisation? 


1) Both the twofold division and West-high East-low traits are 
seen in Indus cities 


ASIA, WEST/Indus Civilization 723 
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Figure E: Town plan of Harappa 
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Figure F: Town plan of Kalibangan 


2) The Dravidian suggestion for Meluhha or Melukhkha (the 
name for IVC in Sumerian) is Melakam 


Mel-akam itself means "High abode" or "Western abode" 


Further readings about West-High East-Low from the 
book 


“The Journey of a Civilisation” 


Discussions about the development of 
words for cardinal directions and what we 
may draw from them 


